
Best Practices for  
Food Waste Reduction 



THERE IS ENOUGH FOOD  

TO FEED EVERY MAN, WOMAN 

AND CHILD IN AMERICA.  

HUNGER IS NOT ABOUT SUPPLY,  

IT IS ABOUT CAPTURING AND DISTRIBUTING 

THE EXCESS FOOD THAT IS LOST EACH YEAR—  

FEEDING AMERICA'S NETWORK IS EQUIPPED TO DO JUST THAT. 

 

 

 



Feeding America helps divert critical food and grocery products 
from the waste stream, providing financial and operational 

benefits 
 

FA’s 
Impact 

Hunger 
relief 

Waste 
reduction 

Financial 
returns 

2.1 Billion Pounds annually diverted from waste stream to feed hungry 

people 



Feeding America is uniquely positioned be a 
waste partner for the food industry 

Network of 202 local food banks 
• 14M sq. ft. warehouse space 

• Over 800k sq. ft. freezer space 

• Nearly 700k sq. ft. cooler space 

• Donations picked up at no cost 

 

 

National office 

Feeding America network serves 

37M food insecure individuals 

• More than 3 Billion pounds 

distributed 

61,000 local hunger relief agencies 

distribute donations in communities 

Restaurants Manufacturers 

Institutions Retailers 

Wholesalers 

Growers 



Supply Chain Information 
Typical donations include but are 
not limited to: 
• Short Coded 
• Out of code with extended use by dates 
• Discontinued items 
• Mislabeled items 
• Test Product inventory 
• Off-spec ends & pieces 
• Private label 
• Reformulations 
• Seasonal/promotional items 
• Overruns 
• Customer Returns 
• Bulk 
• Unfinished 

 

FA network is committed to 
Food Safety: 

• Compliance Team 

• Food Safety Team 

• Audits at food bank and 
agency level 

• Full reporting capabilities and 
recall notification 

• Liability protection through 
the Bill Emerson Good 
Samaritan Act 

 

 

 



Re-Direct Food Losses to Most 

Beneficial Use   
ConAgra Foods Endorses the US EPA Food 

Waste Recovery Hierarchy 

Generated 250 MM 

Lbs. less waste from 

FY11 to FY13 

Nearly 80% of our organic 

losses are diverted to local  

farms for animal feed 

Some materials are best suited 

for soil amendments via compost 

or direct land application 

Finding unique opportunities 

to segregate and donate 

semi-finished & bulk edible 

materials to Feeding America 

partners  

Nearly tripled the amount of  

materials sent for energy 

recovery from FY11 to FY12  

Last resort is to destroy materials 

without any value recovered.  In FY13, 

ConAgra Foods landfilled <6% of 

organics waste generated 



During Slim Jim production, a small percentage 

of scrap, consisting of loop ends, mis-cuts and 

short sticks, is worked back into the product.  

The remainder used to go to landfill, but is now 

donated to a food rescue organization in Metro 

Detroit. 

Saving Slims 
Troy, Ohio 

 
>515,000 

pounds of Slim 

Jim® pieces 

donated during 

FY13 



“We just knew there had to be a better answer 

than sending dusting flour to the landfill. We could 

do better for our bottom line, and we could do 

better for our planet.” 

Don Batye, Pie Line Lineservice 

Dustin’ Dough for Gravy 
Marshall, Mo. 

96.2 
tons of flour kept 

out of the landfill 
 
 

740 
pounds of flour 

recovered each 

day 
 

$57,600 
annual cost savings,  

less than 1-year 

payback 
 



Landfill/ 
Incineration 

Last resort  
for disposal 

Too Much!! 

Feed Animals 
Divert food scraps to animal feed 

Composting 
Create a nutrient-rich  

soil amendment 

Industrial Uses 
Provide waste oils for rendering and 
fuel conversion; and food scraps for 

digestion to recover energy 

7M 

Feed Hungry People 
Donate food to food banks, soup kitchens and shelters 

16M 

2012’ LBS of Food 

Source Reduction 
Reduce the volume of food waste generated 

N/A 


