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Behavioral Profiling 

• Employment applicant 

• Background check 

• Child custody 

• Adoptive parents 

• Surrogate 

• Blocks to success 

• Compatibility 

• Vocation 

 

What can handwriting  

really tell? 



What does 

handwriting reveal? 

Handwriting is brainwriting 



Brainwriting 



Writing Habits 

• Baseline 
alignment 

• Baseline 
placement 

• Writing form 

• Speed 

• Spacing 

• Pressure 

• Slant 

• Connectedness 

 

• Initial strokes 

• Final strokes 

• Capital 
letters 

• Numbers 

• Punctuation 

• Patching 

• Misspellings 

• Tremor 



Emotions and Feelings  

seen in handwriting 

• Joy  

• Sadness 

• Fear  

• Anger 

• Optimism 

• Aggressiveness 

• Disappointment 

• Pride 

• Courage 

• Empathy 

• Helplessness 

• Guilt 



Personality disorders 

see in handwriting 

 
– Antisocial 

– Avoidant 

– Borderline 

– Dependent 

– Histrionic 

– Narcissistic 

– Obsessive Compulsive 

– Paranoid 

– Schizoid 

– Schizotypal 

 
feelings, thoughts, behaviors 



Adjustment disorders 

seen in handwriting 

 

– With anxiety (fear, 

stress) 

– Depressed mood 

– Disturbance of 

conduct 

– Mixed anxiety, 

depressed mood 

– Mixed disturbance of 

emotions and conduct 

feelings, thoughts, behaviors 



Physiological 

3 Factors affecting all 

handwriting 

Psychological 

 

Mechanical 



A good handwriting 

sample 

• A full page of writing 

• Age 

• Gender 

• Handedness 

• Country of origin 

• Meds, drugs? 

• Physiological issues (illness, 

accident, emotional 

trauma) 
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