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Join Us for the Sponsor Showcase!!

The Annual FMI Retail Store Development (RSD) Conference is the industry’s largest gathering of supermarket store development professionals.  It’s a great opportunity to discuss your products and services with dozens of decision-makers in the grocery industry!

Here’s what’s in it for you, as a conference sponsor:

· “Captive audience” sponsor space offering extensive interaction with attendees. (Each sponsor gets a 6-foot table in our Sponsor Showcase area to highlight information on their company’s products/services.)  

· Sponsor-focused time built into the agenda (Sponsor Showcase Monday afternoon and follow-up Sponsor Breakfast Tuesday morning).

· Complimentary and/or discounted registration fee (depending on level of sponsorship).

· Company listing and link in the Sponsor section of the FMI RSD Conference web page.

· Inclusion in RSD Conference marketing materials and e-blasts, which go to over 1,000 store development contacts in the supermarket industry.
· Recognition in on-site signage.

· Recognition from the podium multiple times throughout the conference for your support.

· Inclusion in the Conference USB Drive and in an on-site Sponsor Slide Show.  (Each sponsor can submit several PowerPoint slides about their products/services, which will be included on the USB Drive and shown in a video-loop before and after all general sessions.)
· Opportunity to introduce speaker(s) in your sponsored session.
· Sponsors can attend ALL conference sessions and social events.  Network with retailers and learn the latest store development trends and issues in the grocery industry!
· Opportunity to submit a proposal to speak about major trends and new concepts in a subject related to your company’s area of expertise.           (See page 5 for details.)

This is an outstanding opportunity to showcase your Company, your Products, and your Services to Retail Store Development Executives!

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDE
ENHANCED EXPOSURE FOR YOUR COMPANY!
Opportunities at the Platinum Level:
Cost:  $8000
Benefits:

· FREE Conference Registration for ONE representative of your company (a $1,350 Value!).

· FMI Member Rate for ALL additional company representatives (a $550 savings on each!).

· Showcase Table in conference area for company display throughout the Conference.

· Acknowledgement from Podium during Chairman’s Opening and Closing Remarks.

· Signage at the Conference and the event.

· Opportunity to submit up to four PowerPoint slides about your company’s products/ services, for inclusion in the USB drive and shown in a Video-Loop before and after general sessions.

· Prominent exposure in all conference marketing materials and a link on FMI’s RSD Conference web page.

Choose one of the following events (or be a general sponsor at this level):

( Sunday Morning Off-Site Store Tour
 

Sponsor our always-popular off-site store tours – a key element of this store development-focused conference.  We’ll tour a variety of innovative stores in the San Diego area.

Additional Benefit:

· Serve as host and welcome attendees on the tour buses. 

· Opportunity to provide your own logoed "takeaway" to all conference attendees (suggested: a tote bag, bottle of water, umbrella or jacket for the tours).

( Sunday Night Opening Reception 





TAKEN
The supermarket industry’s store development executives reconvene each year at the conference’s opening night reception.  Get in on the “opening act” by sponsoring this special occasion, where peers re-connect and friendships are renewed!
Additional Benefits:

· Serve as host and welcome attendees to the reception.  

· Opportunity to provide your own logoed "takeaway" to all conference attendees.
( Monday Night Reception 
Sponsor the reception capping off the second day of our conference, a great venue for relaxing and networking with peers and business partners!

Additional Benefits:

· Serve as host and welcome attendees to the reception.  

· Opportunity to provide your own logoed "takeaway" to all conference attendees.

( Conference USB Drive







TAKEN

Put your company’s logo on the Conference USB Drive, which includes session handouts and is a lasting resource for conference participants.  Get repeated exposure after the Conference ends!
Additional Benefit:
Opportunity to provide your own logoed "takeaway" to all conference attendees (in addition to the USB Drive).
Opportunities at the Gold Level:

Cost:  $6000

Benefits:

· FREE Conference Registration for ONE representative of your company (a $1,350 Value!)

· FMI Member Rate for ONE additional company representative (a $550 savings!).

· Showcase Table in conference area for company display throughout the Conference.

· Acknowledgement from Podium during Chairman’s Opening and Closing Remarks – and special thanks during your Sponsored Session.

· Signage at the Conference and the event.

· Opportunity to submit up to four PowerPoint slides about your company’s products/ services, for inclusion in the USB drive and shown in a Video-Loop before and after general sessions.

· Prominent exposure in all conference marketing materials and a link on FMI’s RSD Conference web page.

Choose one of the following events (or be a general sponsor at this level):

( General Session Sponsorship
 

Get the undivided attention of all conference attendees by sponsoring and introducing one of our general sessions…tie your company to a key focus area for the industry!  
Choose from:  
- Sunday afternoon keynote on Economic and Demographic Trends


TAKEN

- Monday morning session on Designing for Millennials




TAKEN

- Tuesday morning session on Global Design and Merchandising 
- Closing session on Tuesday afternoon (motivational speaker)
Additional Benefit:
· Opportunity to introduce the speaker(s) in your sponsored session.  
( Monday Luncheon







TAKEN
Sponsor the first of two sit-down lunches, where retailers can relax and network informally with peers and business partners. 
Additional Benefit:
· Opportunity to support retailers at a sit-down, unstructured social venue.

( Tuesday Luncheon
Sponsor the second of two sit-down lunches, where retailers can relax and network informally with peers and business partners. 
Additional Benefit:
· Opportunity to support retailers at a sit-down, unstructured social venue.

( Monday Breakfast and “Facts” Presentation 


TAKEN
Support both a breakfast and a session – the presentation of key FMI reports – where attendees get the latest industry trends and store development data! 
Additional Benefit:
· Opportunity to introduce the speaker(s) in your sponsored session.  

( Hotel Key Card Branding






TAKEN
Get your company extra exposure – put your corporate logo on the hotel key cards! 
Additional Benefit:
· Have your company’s name & logo in every attendee’s hand every day of the conference.  

Opportunities at the Silver Level:

Cost: $4000
Benefits:

· Conference Registration for up to TWO representatives at the FMI Member rate (a $550 savings on each!).

· Showcase Table in conference area for company display throughout the Conference.

· Acknowledgement from Podium during Chairman’s Opening and Closing Remarks – and special thanks during your Sponsored Sessions.

· Signage at the Conference and the event.

· Opportunity to submit up to four PowerPoint slides about your company’s products/ services, for inclusion in the USB drive and shown in a Video-Loop before and after general sessions.

· Prominent exposure in all conference marketing materials and a link on FMI’s RSD Conference web page.

Choose one of the following events (or be a general sponsor at this level):

( Workshops








Show your support for retailers by sponsoring a workshop…on issues impacting market analysis, real estate, design and/or construction!
Choose from:
- Development Alternatives and Financial Implications (Sunday afternoon)

- Food Service Strategies (Sunday afternoon)





TAKEN
- Sustainability – Executive Overview (Sunday afternoon)




TAKEN
- Fuel Centers (Tuesday morning)







TAKEN
- LEED Update (Tuesday morning) 







TAKEN
- Big Bang Remodels (Tuesday morning)






TAKEN
- Selling Your Project to the Municipality (Tuesday afternoon)





- Daylighting Design (Tuesday afternoon)

- Store Layout – Meeting Consumer Needs (Tuesday afternoon)



TAKEN
Additional Benefit:
· Opportunity to introduce the speaker(s) in your sponsored session.  

( Monday Idea Exchanges






TAKEN
Retailers value the opportunity to share common concerns and suggested solutions in idea exchange discussions…sponsor this important peer-to-peer interchange! 
Additional Benefit:
· Opportunity to support retailers as they discuss operational challenges with their peers.
For more information, please contact:
LAURIE GETHIN (Conference Program Manager)
Food Marketing Institute

202-220-0715   lgethin@fmi.org
ELIZABETH NEWTON (Conference Logistics)
Food Marketing Institute

202-220-0717   enewton@fmi.org

DAVID TOVEY (RSD Committee Chair)
Meijer, Inc.
616-791-2573   david.tovey@meijer.com
DAVE MORROW
Zero Zone, Inc.
262-392-6400   dave.morrow@zero-zone.com
(((( SUBMIT A PRESENTATION PROPOSAL!! ((((
The 2008 FMI Retail Store Development Conference features a new educational venue in which we are inviting four of our attending supplier sponsors to each make a 30-minute presentation on a subject related to their particular area of expertise. 

This presentation is intended to be a sharing of general knowledge that is applicable, interesting and useful to our retail audience – supermarket executives responsible for market analysis, real estate, and/or design and construction of stores. The presentations should focus on innovation and what suppliers can provide to help retailers solve problems, apply to their business models, and get ahead of their competition.  It is not intended to be an “infomercial” or a time to promote the supplier’s products and services. That opportunity will be provided in an improved Sponsor Showcase, open throughout Monday afternoon, October 20.  The Sponsor Showcase schedule is:
Sponsor Showcase 

1:00 pm – 5:30 pm  

(The Showcase will be open throughout the afternoon to allow retailers to visit all sponsors.)

Sponsor Presentations on Trends

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm

1:35 pm – 2:05 pm

2:05 pm – 2:35 pm - Break

2:35 pm – 3:05 pm

3:10 pm – 3:40 pm

We plan to identify four supplier presentations that address varying subjects of interest and value to our conference attendees.  While not limited to the following, some of the suggested focus areas identified by the RSD Committee include:

Store Formats – international trends, fixturing a small space, doing more with less, etc.

Food Service – trends, the latest equipment, etc.

Urban Stores – innovative concepts, what’s attractive to changing customer demographics, etc. 

Design Trends – lighting, décor, signage, etc.

Ethnic Markets – what’s hot, what’s working, what appeals to various ethnic consumers, etc.

If you believe your company has useful educational information to share on any of these topics or other major areas of interest to supermarket store development, please:

1. Submit a presentation proposal, describing your topic, its content, who would present and how it would be presented (e.g., Powerpoint, video, etc.).

2. Submit the proposal to Laurie Gethin at FMI via email (lgethin@fmi.org) by Aug. 29, 2008. 

An RSD subcommittee will evaluate each proposal and select four sponsors to present, based on the relevance of the topic, usefulness of the information, and its connection to the rest of our education program. Please be assured that all sponsors are equally qualified to be selected and that your level of sponsorship support will not influence the choice in any way. 

We’d like as many ideas as possible to choose from, so please submit a proposal!

(((((( WE HOPE YOU’LL SUPPORT US!! ((((((
FMI Retail Store Development Committee
Retail/Wholesale Members

Steve Miner 

Associated Food Stores

Scott Wilmoski

Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 

Chris Cochran
Gelson’s Markets
Michal Shepard

Harris Teeter, Inc.

Lou Scudere
K-VA-T Food Stores, Inc.

Darrell Hicks
Lowe’s Food Stores, Inc.

John Pazahanick
Lund Food Holdings, Inc.

David Tovey, AIA (committee chair)
Meijer, Inc.

Melanie Clement
Nash Finch Company

Dave Duncan

Publix Super Markets, Inc.

Ross Hutsel

Schnuck Markets, Inc.
Keith Ross 
Sobeys Inc. 
John Ritchie
Strack & Van Til Supermarkets, Inc.
      John Domino

SUPERVALU 

Dan Aken
Wegman’s Food Markets, Inc.

R. Kevin Small

Weis Markets, Inc.
Supplier/Industry Members

Don Knickerbocker

Amerlux Lighting Solutions
Juan Romero, AIA
api (+)
Victor Robelet 

Carlson Airflo Merchandising Systems 
Bruce Heitzinger

Centro Watt
Elliott Olson

Dakota Worldwide Corporation 
Neal Starling

Emerson Climate Technologies Solutions
David McCue

McCue Corporation

Steve Terrill

SFS Corporation

David Morrow, CPSD

Zero Zone, Inc.
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